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                                               CLEOPATRA 
                                               PREMIERED 
                                               5th December 1963 

                                               Mayfair Sydney 
                                                     

                                                 

 

                                               

                                               

 
The 1962 production of MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY which was shot in Ultra 

Panavision 70, was not presented in 70mm in Australia. The film opened at the 
35mm equipped Metro circuit of cinemas in Australia. 

       AROUND THE 
WORLD IN 80 DAYS 
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        15th August 1963                   

        Paris Sydney    THE KING AND I          
 

 

                        10th October 1963          

  MUTINY ON THE BOUNTY         

 

   Paris Sydney          

  PREMIERED                          
  9th January 1963           

 

         

  Metro Bourke St Melbourne                    
                            

  

 

                         

         BARABBAS             

W
E

E
K

 T
H

R
E

E
 

         16th August 1963                   

         Barclay Sydney                   

                                 
         

 

                  

                                  

  Trevor Howard was in attendance 
at the Melbourne and Sydney 
[17th January 1963] Premieres. 

                         
                           

                           
                                                     

                          55 DAYS AT PEKING          LAWRENCE OF ARABIA      
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                          PREMIERED          PREMIERED      
                          25th July 1963          31st October 1963      

                          Forum Sydney          Barclay Sydney      

                                                     
                          

 

         

 

     

                                        

                                        
                                        

                                        
                                                     

 

1963 – AUSTRALIA IN 70MM 

               



1963 

 

  
55 DAYS AT PEKING was shot in 35mm 8-perf Technirama and 
optically enlarged to Super Technirama 70. The Australian Premiere 
was held at the Forum Sydney on the 25th July 1963. There were 
three 70mm prints of 55 DAYS OF PEKING in circulation in Australia. 
 

 
 

Reading through the release dates [bottom page], there was 
one print move for Print 1 and Print 3. We have tabled Lithgow 
as Print 3 from the Wests Adelaide as the print would have been 
returned to the Sydney despatch centre. In addition, 55 Days at 
Peking was reissued on the 21st February 1969 for a 6-week 
season at the Forum Sydney and Chelsea Melbourne. Here we 
assume Print 2 would have remained in Melbourne. 
 

The Brisbane, Canberra, Hobart, Parramatta and Perth seasons 
were presented in 35mm. 
 

Print 1 Forum Sydney > Royal Newcastle 

Print 2 Chelsea Melbourne 

Print 3 Wests Adelaide > Royal Lithgow 
 

The wonderful one-page advert [seen left] is from the Lithgow 
Mercury dated 18th June 1964 as the launch film for the 70mm 
Victoria 8 installation at the Theatre Royal Lithgow.  

 

55 Days at Peking  

Around the World in 80 Days   

Barabbas  

The King and I  

Lawrence of Arabia  

Cleopatra  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Soundtrack  

Dimitri Tiomkin  

  

  

  

  

YEAR FILMS   

1958 1   

1959 1   

1960 3   

1961 3   

1962 4   

1963 6   

1964 5   

1965 6   

1966 9   

1967 12               

1968 11               

1969 15  PRINT 1 PRINT 2 PRINT 3 35MM 35MM PRINT 3 PRINT 1 35MM 35MM 35MM PLEASE NOTE – 55 Days at Peking 35mm 
suburban release in Sydney was on the 2nd 
October 1964 at Greater Union cinemas 
Kings Ashfield, Odeon Campsie, Kings 
Chatswood, Odeon Cronulla, Vogue Double 
Bay, Odeon Eastwood, Odeon Manly, Kings 
Mosman and Odeon Randwick. 

1970 12  26/07/63 16/08/63 29/11/63 28/05/64 12/06/64 18/06/64 23/07/64 03/09/64 19/11/64 27/11/64 

1971 11  09/07/64 04/06/64 04/06/64 22/07/64 18/06/64 24/06/64 16/09/64 16/09/64 02/12/64 24/03/65 

1972 5  50 42 27 8 1 1 8 2 2 17 

1973 7  Forum Chelsea Wests Wintergarden Civic Theatre Royal Royal Odeon Astra Grand 

1974 4  Sydney Melbourne Adelaide Brisbane Canberra Lithgow Newcastle Hobart Parramatta Perth 

               

 

               



1963 

 
 

Courtesy of the Royal Newcastle projectionists print log book, the 1963 reissue 
was copy number 449 and the 1968 cut down version was copy number 71. 

  

AROUND THE WORLD IN 80 
DAYS premiered in 35mm 
Cinestage on the 2nd October 
1957 at the Paris Sydney. There 
were two 70mm reissues. The 
first was the full version of the 
film reissued in 1963. Right is 
the art work for the reissue at 
the Paris Sydney. The second 
reissue [art work left] was in 
1968 as the 167-minute cut 
down version. There was one 
70mm print in circulation for 
1963 and two 70mm prints in 
circulation for the 1968 reissue.   

 

55 Days at Peking  

Around the World in 80 Days  

Barabbas  

The King and I  

Lawrence of Arabia  

Cleopatra  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Soundtrack  Tabled below are the original 
35mm key city release dates 
for Around the World in 80 
Days. The ticket shown right is 
from the 3rd January 1959 
matinee at the Paris Sydney.  

Victor Young  

  

  

  

YEAR FILMS   

1958 1   CITY THEATRE OPENED CLOSED WKS 

1959 1   Sydney Paris 03/10/57 25/11/59 112 

1960 3   Melbourne Esquire 31/10/57 31/01/59 66 

1961 3   Adelaide Plaza 02/04/58 11/02/59 45 

1962 4   Brisbane St James 21/08/58 15/04/59 33 

1963 6   Perth Plaza TBC   

1964 5   Hobart TBC 25/08/60 27/09/60 5 

1965 6   Newcastle Victoria 25/08/60 21/09/60 4 

1966 9   Canberra Capitol / Civic  24/02/61 15/03/61 3 

1967 12               

1968 11               

1969 15  1963 1963 1963 PRINT 1 PRINT 2 PRINT 1 PRINT 2 PRINT 1 PRINT 2 PRINT 1 PRINT 2 TBC TBC 

1970 12  15/08/63 24/10/63 02/07/64 25/07/68 10/10/68 24/10/68 14/08/69 21/11/69 26/12/69 17/12/70 02/09/71   

1971 11  09/10/63 20/11/63 22/07/64 02/10/68 30/10/68 04/12/68 01/10/69 04/12/69 28/01/70 TBC 15/09/71   

1972 5  8 4 3 12 3 6 7 2 5  2   

1973 7  Paris St James Royal Plaza Paris Fair Lady Plaza Capitol Astra Paris Royal Avalon Theatre Royal 

1974 4  Sydney Brisbane Newcastle Melbourne Brisbane Adelaide Sydney Canberra Parramatta Perth Newcastle Hobart Lithgow 
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BARABBAS was shot in 35mm 8-perf Technirama and optically 
enlarged to Technirama 70. The Australian season opened at the 
Barclay Sydney on the 16th August 1963. There were two 70mm 
prints of BARABBAS in circulation in Australia. 
 

 
 
Reading through the release dates [bottom page], there was 
one print move for Print 1. 
 

The Brisbane, Canberra, Melbourne, Perth, Hobart and 
Parramatta seasons were presented in 35mm. 
 

Print 1 Barclay Sydney > Royal Newcastle 

Print 2 Wests Adelaide 

 
 

 

55 Days at Peking  

Around the World in 80 Days   

Barabbas  

The King and I  

Lawrence of Arabia  

Cleopatra  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Soundtrack  

Mario Nascimbene  

  

  

  

YEAR FILMS   

1958 1   

1959 1   

 

The photo left shows the 
test screen installed at 
the Palladium prior to its 
refurbishment as the 
Barclay cinema in 
Sydney. 
 

[Photo sourced from the 
National Library] 

1960 3   

1961 3   

1962 4   

1963 6   

1964 5   

1965 6   

1966 9   

1967 12               

1968 11               

1969 15  PRINT 1 PRINT 2 35MM PRINT 1 35MM 35MM 35MM 35MM 35MM TBC  

PLEASE NOTE – Barabbas 35mm suburban 
release in Sydney was on the 10th April 
1964 at Greater Union cinemas Kings 
Ashfield, Odeon Campsie, Kings 
Chatswood, Odeon Cronulla, Vogue Double 
Bay, Odeon Eastwood, Odeon Manly, Kings 
Mosman and Odeon Randwick. 

1970 12  16/08/63 04/10/63 07/11/63 26/12/63 21/02/64 06/03/64 13/03/64 21/05/64 25/06/64  

1971 11  31/10/63 28/11/63 11/12/63 29/01/64 27/02/64 21/05/64 16/04/64 03/06/64 01/07/64  

1972 5  11 8 5 5 1 11 5 2 1  

1973 7  Barclay Wests Wintergarden Royal Civic / Star Forum Grand Odeon Astra  

1974 4  Sydney Adelaide Brisbane Newcastle Canberra Melbourne Perth Hobart Parramatta  

               

 

               



1963 

 

  

The original release of The King 
and I was presented in 35mm 
CinemaScope and 4-track 
magnetic sound. The premiere 
season commenced at the 
Hoyts Regent Sydney on the 
13th December 1956. The 
Melbourne opening was held a 
week later at the Hoyts Regent 
on the 20th December 1956. For 
the 70mm reissue of The King 
and I, tabloid advertisements 
promoted the release in the 
superb grandeur of 70mm.  
 

The King and I was one of two 
films shot in CinemaScope 55. 
The other title, Carousel was 
not reissued in 70mm. Carousel 
opened on the 4th June 1956 at 
the Hoyts Regent Sydney and on 
the 28th June 1956 at the Hoyts 
Regent in Melbourne. 

 

 

55 Days at Peking  

Around the World in 80 Days   

Barabbas  

The King and I  

Lawrence of Arabia  

Cleopatra  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Soundtrack  

Rodgers and Hammerstein  

  

  

  

  

YEAR FILMS   

1958 1    
Reading through the release dates [bottom page], there was one 
70mm print in circulation. 
 

Currently for our research of Australia in 70mm, we have found 
no reissues of The King and I in 70mm at Parramatta, Canberra, 
Hobart, Lithgow and Brisbane.  
 

Print 1 Paris Sydney > Royal Newcastle > Esquire 
Melbourne > Plaza Adelaide > Paris Perth 

 

1959 1   

1960 3   

1961 3   

1962 4   

1963 6   

1964 5   

1965 6   

1966 9   

1967 12               

1968 11               

1969 15  PRINT 1 PRINT 1 PRINT 1 PRINT 1 PRINT 1 TBC TBC TBC TBC TBC TBC TBC TBC 

1970 12  10/10/63 11/06/64 22/10/64 08/07/65 30/11/67         

1971 11  10/12/63 01/07/64 18/11/64 21/07/65 13/12/67         

1972 5  9 3 4 2 2         

1973 7  Paris Royal Esquire Plaza Paris         

1974 4  Sydney Newcastle Melbourne Adelaide Perth Parramatta Canberra Hobart Lithgow Brisbane    

               

 

               



1963 

 
 

 
 

An interesting read for the 70mm enthusiast is the print log book from projectionists at the 
Hoyts Royal Newcastle with their presentation of Lawrence of Arabia as copy 70B which 

had previously screened at the Greater Union Barclay Sydney. 

  

LAWRENCE OF ARABIA was shot in Super Panavision 70. The 
Australian premiere was at the Barclay Sydney on the 31st October 
1963. There were four 70mm prints of LAWRENCE OF ARABIA in 
circulation in Australia. 
 

Reading through the 
release dates [bottom 
page], there was one 
print move for Print 1 
to Royal Newcastle. 
The Brisbane, Hobart, Lithgow, Parramatta and Canberra 
seasons were presented in 35mm. 
 

Print 1 Barclay Sydney > Royal Newcastle 

Print 2 Windsor Perth 

Print 3 Chelsea Melbourne 

Print 4 Wests Adelaide 
 

 

55 Days at Peking  

Around the World in 80 Days   

Barabbas  

The King and I  

Lawrence of Arabia  

Cleopatra  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Soundtrack  
Lawrence of Arabia was reissued in 
1971 and 1972 at key capital city 
theatres in Australia with the first at the 
Hoyts Mayfair Sydney on the 8th July 
1971. The Restored Directors Cut of 
Lawrence of Arabia was released in 
1989 with the opening season at the 
Hoyts Centre, Sydney on the 13th July. In 
conjunction with cinema advertiser, Val 
Morgan, the distributor Columbia 
Pictures and the then CEO of the Hoyts 

Corporation, Paul Johnson, it was agreed for the first two weeks of 
the Sydney season, Lawrence of Arabia would be presented as a  
Roadshow Engagement with no screen advertising, incorporating 
the overture, intermission and exit music for the daily 2.00pm and 
7.30pm sessions. The original premiere season at the Sydney 
Barclay cinema was programmed for 1.00 pm and 7.30pm. 

Maurice Jarre  

  

  

  

YEAR FILMS   

1958 1   

1959 1   

1960 3   

1961 3   

1962 4   

1963 6   

1964 5   

1965 6   

1966 9   

1967 12               

1968 11               

1969 15  PRINT 1 PRINT 2 35MM PRINT 3 PRINT 4 PRINT 1 35MM 35MM 35MM 35MM PLEASE NOTE – Lawrence of Arabia 
35mm suburban release in Sydney was on 
the 16th April 1965 at the Kings Ashfield, 
Odeon Campsie, Kings Chatswood, Odeon 
Cronulla, Vogue Double Bay, Odeon 
Eastwood, Odeon Manly, Kings Mosman, 
Odeon Randwick and Odeon Rockdale. 

1970 12  01/11/63 28/03/64 17/04/64 05/06/64 31/07/64 26/12/64 22/04/65 04/02/65 08/07/65 29/10/65 

1971 11  24/12/64 30/06/65 17/09/64 10/06/65 18/03/65 03/03/65 12/05/65 10/02/65 28/07/65 04/11/65 

1972 5  60 66 22 53 33 10 3 1 3 1 

1973 7  Barclay Windsor Odeon Chelsea Wests Royal Odeon Royal Astra Civic 

1974 4  Sydney Perth Brisbane Melbourne Adelaide Newcastle Hobart Lithgow Parramatta Canberra 

               

 

               



1963 

 

  

CLEOPATRA was filmed in Todd-AO. The Australian premiere was 
held at the Mayfair Sydney on the 5th December 1963. There were 
four 70mm prints of CLEOPATRA in circulation in Australia. 
 

 
 

For the opening season of Cleopatra, there were two proposed 
premiere events, one for Sydney and one for Melbourne. With the 
delay of the Melbourne Hoyts Lyceum theatre refurbishment and 
projection installation for Todd-AO, the Australian season of 
Cleopatra opened at the Sydney Hoyts Mayfair and Brisbane Hoyts 
St James theatres. It is also worth noting, as the Hoyts Lyceum in 
Melbourne was renamed the Cleopatra theatre for the season of 
the film, speculation was the Sydney Mayfair was also to be called 
the Cleopatra theatre. With the Cleopatra neon installed [see photo 
above], the proposed name change from the Mayfair to the 
Cleopatra was abandoned by Hoyts Theatres prior to the opening. 
 

Reading through the release dates [bottom page], there was one 
print move for Print 1 and Print 2 and two print moves for Print 3. 
The Hobart and Canberra seasons were presented in 35mm. 
 

Print 1 Mayfair Sydney > Astra Parramatta 

Print 2 St James Brisbane > Plaza Perth 

Print 3 Plaza Adelaide > Royal Lithgow > Royal Newcastle 

Print 4 Cleopatra Melbourne 
 

There was no 70mm reissue campaign for Cleopatra. 

 

55 Days at Peking  

Around the World in 80 Days   

Barabbas  

The King and I  

Lawrence of Arabia  

Cleopatra  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Soundtrack  

Alex North  

  

  

  

YEAR FILMS   

1958 1   

1959 1   

1960 3   

1961 3   

1962 4   

1963 6   

1964 5   

1965 6   

1966 9   

1967 12               

1968 11               

1969 15  PRINT 1 PRINT 2 PRINT 3 PRINT 4 PRINT 2 PRINT 1 35MM PRINT  3 PRINT 3 35MM  

PLEASE NOTE – Cleopatra 35mm 
suburban release in Sydney was on the 10th 
June 1965 at the Hoyts Cinemas, Star Bondi 
Junction, Palatial Burwood, Chatswood, 
Savoy Hurstville, Manly and Astra 
Parramatta,  

1970 12  06/12/63 06/12/63 07/02/64 28/02/64 09/10/64 20/05/65 13/05/65 20/05/65 03/06/65 25/02/66 

1971 11  03/02/65 08/07/64 02/12/64 12/04/65 17/03/65 16/06/65 19/06/65 26/05/65 11/08/65 03/03/66 

1972 5  61 31 43 59 23 4 5 1 10 1 

1973 7  Mayfair St James Plaza Cleopatra Plaza Astra Prince Wales Royal Royal Civic 

1974 4  Sydney Brisbane Adelaide Melbourne Perth Parramatta Hobart Lithgow Newcastle Canberra 

               

 


