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The Hoyts Paris was located on the corner of Liverpool 

Street and Wentworth Avenue. Built as the Australian 

Picture Palace in 1916, it was later renamed the Tatler. In 

1951 Hoyts took over management as the Park. Three 

years later they renamed it the Paris - in keeping with a 

‘European Arthouse’ policy they attempted. The Paris 

was refurbished in 1957 to a 915 seating capacity and 

premiered Around the World in 80 Days in 35mm 

‘Cinestage’ on the 2nd October 1957. Following Around 

the World in 80 Days, 70mm equipment was installed for 

Solomon and Sheba opening on the 9th December 1959. 
 

 

 
 
 

The Astra Parramatta was located at 32 Macquarie Street 
in the western city suburb of Parramatta. The Astra 
Parramatta was equipped for 70mm in 1962 for the 
purpose of move over prints after the key city Sydney 
releases. The first 70mm release was South Pacific in 
Todd-AO on the 22nd August 1962. Equipped with Victoria 
10 projectors, the Astra Parramatta was a unique identity 
and as Hoyts had a monopoly on cinemas in Parramatta, 
presented 70mm presentations from all distributors. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Astra Parramatta was acquired by Greater Union from 

Hoyts with Back to the Future as the exhibitor’s first film 

on 15th August 1985. The Astra closed on 3rd September 

1986 with Top Gun and was demolished for a three 

screen multiplex. Greater Union Parramatta opened on 

17th December 1987 with Harry and the Hendersons and 

Bushfire Moon. The third screen opened on 24th 

December with Planes, Trains and Automobiles.  

Today the multiplex building is a Fitness First gymnasium.  
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HOYTS PARIS THEATRE 
 

The following table are the 70mm films released at the Hoyts Paris theatre … 
 

FILM OPENED CLOSED WEEKS 

Solomon and Sheba – Super Technirama 09/12/59 14/04/60 18 

Can-Can – Todd AO 16/04/60 08/11/61 82 

Oklahoma! – Reissue First time in Todd AO 09/11/61 25/04/62 24 

The Alamo – Todd AO 26/04/62 10/07/62 11 

Exodus – Todd AO 11/07/62 05/06/63 47 

Around the World in 80 Days – Reissue First time in Todd AO 15/08/63 09/10/63 8 

The King and I – Reissue Grandeur 70 first time in 70mm 10/10/63 10/12/63 9 

Those Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines – Todd AO 14/10/65 16/11/66 57 

The Agony and the Ecstasy – Todd AO 17/11/66 21/03/67 18 

The Sand Pebbles – 70mm Panavision 01/09/67 25/10/67 8 

Those Magnificent Men in their Flying Machines – Reissue Todd AO  30/11/67 19/12/67 3 

The Sound of Music – Move over from Mayfair Todd AO 20/12/67 02/10/68 41 

Chitty Chitty Bang Bang – Super Panavision 19/12/68 04/06/69 24 

The Longest Day – Reissue 70mm CinemaScope 05/06/69 02/07/69 4 

Waterloo – 70mm Panavision 18/11/70 07/04/71 20 

Too Late the Hero – 70mm Spherical 08/04/71 05/05/71 4 

Nicholas and Alexandra – 70mm Panavision 07/12/71 14/06/72 27 

Lost Horizon – 70mm Panavision 15/08/73 07/11/73 12 

Tom Sawyer – 70mm Panavision 12/12/73 13/02/74 9 

My Fair Lady – Reissue Super Panavision 19/09/74 23/10/74 5 

The Sound of Music plus Hello, Dolly! – Move over from Mayfair Todd AO  19/12/74 24/12/74 1 

Camelot – Reissue 70mm Panavision 06/03/75 21/05/75 11 

Rollerball – Move over from Mayfair 70mm Panavision 16/10/75 12/11/75 4 

My Fair Lady – Reissue Super Panavision 12/03/77 15/03/77 3 Day 

West Side Story – Reissue Super Panavision 20/03/77 20/03/77 1 Day 

West Side Story – Reissue Super Panavision 27/03/77 27/03/77 1 Day 
 

The longest season 35mm released film at the Hoyts Paris theatre was the Cinestage presentation of 

Around the World in 80 Days which opened on 2nd October 1957 and ran for a 122 week season followed 

by Tom Jones which opened on the 21st May 1964 and ran for a 73 week season. The longest season 70mm 

released film was Can - Can which opened on the 16th April 1960 and ran for an 82 week season. 
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PANAVISION 
 
The table below are the 70mm Panavision [anamorphic] blow up’s presented in Sydney during the era of 
the Reserved Seating Engagement between 1965 and 1969 … 
 

FILM 35MM SYDNEY 70MM CINEMA 

In Harm’s Way   17/09/65 Forum 

Genghis Khan   10/12/65 Barclay 

The Great Race   17/12/65 Forum 

Lost Command   23/12/66 Forum 

The Professionals   23/12/66 Barclay 

Is Paris Burning   03/03/67 Forum 

Casino Royale   08/06/67 Barclay 

The Sand Pebbles   01/09/67 Paris 

Camelot   20/12/67 Century 

Doctor Zhivago – reissue St James 04/05/66 21/12/67 Ascot 

Far from the Madding Crowd   21/02/68 Ascot 

Valley of the Dolls   25/07/68 Plaza 

Becket – reissue Prince Edward 16/09/64 04/10/68 Forum 

The Hellfighters   13/12/68 Ascot 

Finian’s Rainbow   19/12/68 Century 

Funny Girl   20/03/69 Barclay 

Sweet Charity   14/08/69 Ascot 

The Lion in Winter   20/08/69 Century 

Those Daring Young Men in Their Jaunty Jalopies    02/10/69 Forum 
 

DOCTOR ZHIVAGO SEASONS … 

After the 70mm presentation at the Ascot theatre, DOCTOR ZHIVAGO was reissued in 35mm at the St James and 

Liberty before returning to the St James for a testimonial season prior to the theatres closure on the 20th March 1971. 

After the St James closure, DOCTOR ZHIVAGO was reissued at the Barclay and Forum cinemas in 70mm followed by 

the Lyceum and Paramount theatres where a new 35mm print was used for its season on the 23rd January 1981. 

 

OPENED THEATRE FILM CLOSED WKS 

04/05/66 St James 35mm 21/12/66 33 

21/12/67 Ascot 70mm 12/02/68 9 

13/06/68 St James 35mm 07/08/68 8 

08/08/68 Liberty 35mm 21/08/68 2 

04/02/71 St James 35mm 19/03/71 6 
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DOCTOR ZHIVAGO 
A new 35mm print was issued for the reissue on the 23rd January 1981 at the Lyceum theatre. 
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IN HARM’S WAY 
16th September 1965 to 28th October 1965 – Season 6 weeks and 0 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN HARM’S WAY which was filmed in Panavision 

[anamorphic] was incorrectly advertised at the 

Forum cinema ‘In 70mm Super Panavision’.  

IN HARM’S WAY was the first Panavision 

[anamorphic] blow up released in Sydney.  

 

 

 THE CARDINAL 

which was the first 

Panavision blow up 

opening in the US, 

was also not 

released in 70mm 

in Sydney and 

opened on the 12th 

June 1964 at the 

Lido and Metro 

Kings Cross theatre. 

… 

 

 

TARAS BULBA which was the first Panavision 

blow up opening in London on 4th April 1963 

at the Odeon Haymarket, was not released in 

in 70mm in Sydney and opened on 6th June 

1963 in 35mm at the Hoyts Paris theatre. 
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GENGHIS KHAN 
10th December 1965 to 10th March 1966 – Season 12 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENGHIS KHAN which was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and was incorrectly advertised at the Barclay cinema 

 ‘In 70mm Super Panavision’ and opened in 70mm Panavision. 
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THE GREAT RACE 
17th December 1965 to 17th November 1966 – Season 47 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An interesting note 

with the release of The 

Great Race. To obtain 

My Fair Lady for 

Sydney, Hoyts accepted 

a package from Warner Bros. However, with 

its four 70mm houses booked with seasons 

of My Fair Lady, Mad World, The Sound of 

Music and Magnificent Men, Hoyts were 

short of a suitable venue. So Hoyts leased the 

Greater Union 70mm equipped Forum 

cinema to present The Great Race and 

Cheyenne Autumn which was advertised as a 

stand-alone ad block from the Greater Union and Hoyts session time directories.  

THE GREAT RACE was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and opened at the Forum in 70mm Panavision.  

THE GREAT RACE was incorrectly advertised at the Forum cinema ‘Super Panavision 70’. 
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LOST COMMAND 

23rd December 1966 to 2nd March 1967 – Season 9 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LOST COMMAND was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and opened at the Forum cinema in 70mm Panavision.  
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
23rd December 1966 to 20th April 1967 – Season 16 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PROFESSIONALS was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and opened at the Barclay cinema in 70mm Panavision. 

 

THE PROFESSIONALS was reissued in 70mm 

Panavision at Hoyts Plaza on 7th December 1972. 
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IS PARIS BURNING 
3rd March 1967 to 8th June 1967 – Season 13 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IS PARIS BURNING was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and opened at the Forum cinema in 70mm Panavision. 
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CASINO ROYALE 
8th June 1967 to 2nd November 1967 – Season 21 weeks and 0 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CASINO ROYALE was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and previewed on Thursday the 8th June 1967 at the Barclay 

cinema in 70mm Panavision. 
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THE SAND PEBBLES 
31st August 1967 to 25th October 1967 – Season 7 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SAND PEBBLES was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and previewed on Thursday the 31st August 1967 at the 

Hoyts Paris theatre in 70mm Panavision. 
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CAMELOT 
20th December 1967 to 23rd October 1968 – Season 44 weeks and 0 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CAMELOT was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and premiered on 

Wednesday the 20th December 1967 in 70mm Panavision. 

CAMELOT was reissued in 70mm at the Hoyts Paris theatre on the 

6th March 1975 and at the Ascot theatre on 28th November 1975. 
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DOCTOR ZHIVAGO 
4th May 1966 to 21st December 1966 – Season 33 weeks and 0 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOCTOR ZHIVAGO was filmed in Panavision and 

premiered in 35mm on Wednesday the 4th May 

1966 at the St James theatre and was transferred 

to the Metro Kings Cross on 22nd December 1966 

to the 25th October 1967 for a 44 week season. 

DOCTOR ZHIVAGO was reissued in 70mm 

Panavision at the Ascot on 21st December 1967. 
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FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD 

21st February 1968 to 10th July 1968 – Season 20 weeks and 0 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAR FROM THE MADDING CROWD was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and premiered on Wednesday the 21st 

February 1968 at the Ascot theatre in 70mm Panavision. 
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VALLEY OF THE DOLLS 
25th July 1968 to 29th October 1968 – Season 13 weeks and 5 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VALLEY OF THE DOLLS was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and opened at the Hoyts Plaza in 70mm Panavision. 
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BECKET 
16th September 1964 to 17th February 1965 – Season 22 weeks and 0 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BECKET was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and premiered in 35mm 

four track magnetic on Wednesday the 16th September 1964 at the 

Prince Edward theatre.  

BECKET was reissued in 70mm Panavision at the Forum cinema 

on the 4th October 1968 for a four week season to the 31st October 1968. 
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THE HELLFIGHTERS 
13th December 1968 to 24th December 1968 – Season 1 week and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE HELLFIGHTERS was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and premiered at the Ascot theatre in 70mm Panavision. 

 

  

 

 



Compiled by Doug Louden 
 

FINIAN’S RAINBOW 
19th December 1968 to 5th March 1969 – Season 10 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FINIAN’S RAINBOW was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and opened at the Hoyts Century in 70mm Panavision 
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FUNNY GIRL 
20th March 1969 to 5th March 1970 – Season 50 weeks and 0 days √ 

FUNNY GIRL was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and premiered at 

the Barclay cinema on Thursday 20th March 1969 in 70mm Panavision 

FUNNY GIRL was reissued in 70mm Panavision at the Hoyts Century on 

the 21st April 1977 to the 25th May 1977 for a five week season. 
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SWEET CHARITY 

14th August 1969 to 15th April 1970 – Season 34 weeks and 6 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWEET CHARITY was filmed in Panavision [anamorphic] and premiered on Thursday the 14th August 1969.  

SWEET CHARITY season at the Ascot theatre as first advertised in 70mm on the 26th February 1970. 
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THE LION IN WINTER 
20th August 1969 to 6th May 1970 – Season 37 weeks and 0 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LION IN WINTER was filmed in Panavision 

[anamorphic] and premiered at the Hoyts 

Century on Wednesday 20th August 1969 in 

70mm Panavision 
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THOSE DARING YOUNG MEN IN THEIR JAUNTY JALOPIES 

2nd October 1969 to 19th February 1970 – Season 20 weeks and 0 days √ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THOSE DARING YOUNG MEN IN THEIR JAUNTY JALOPIES [aka Monte Carlo or Bust!] was filmed in Panavision 

[anamorphic] and premiered at the Forum Cinema on Thursday 2nd October 1969 in 70mm Panavision. 
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SYDNEY IN 70MM – PART 2 

PANAVISION 

Between 1986 and 1989 there were twenty nine [29] 70mm releases in Sydney which included six reissues. Also included 

was the BMW short Auto-E-Motion screened with the preview of Fire and Ice at the Hoyts Centre on the 24th July 1986. 

 
1986 - 1989 70MM REISSUE TOTAL 

1986 7 4 11 

1987 9 0 9 

1988 6 0 6 

1989 1 2 3 

TOTAL 23 6 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPENED FILM THEATRE FILM FORMAT CLOSED W K S 

09/01/86 Year of the Dragon Hoyts Centre 70mm J-D-C Scope 26/02/86 7 

06/03/86 Young Sherlock Holmes – move over  Pitt Centre 70mm Spherical 19/03/86 2 

27/03/86 Bring on the Night Hoyts Centre 70mm Spherical 30/04/86 5 

17/07/86 Amadeus Hoyts Centre Reissue – 70mm Panavision 30/07/86 2 

24/07/86 Auto-E-Motion - BMW Short Hoyts Centre Super Panavision 24/07/86 Preview 

31/07/86 Top Gun Lyceum 70mm Super 35 04/03/87 31 

14/08/86 E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial State Reissue 70mm Spherical 10/09/86 4 

11/09/86 E.T. the Extra-Terrestrial – move over  Pitt Centre Reissue 70mm Spherical 24/09/86 2 

05/11/86 Aliens Hoyts Centre 70mm Spherical 25/03/87 20 

27/11/86 Santa Claus Hoyts Centre Reissue 70mm J-D-C Scope 17/12/86 3 

04/12/86 The Mission Pitt Centre 70mm J-D-C Scope 29/04/87 21 

19/02/87 The Color of Money GU George 70mm Spherical 01/07/87 19 

05/03/87 Top Gun – move over  GU George 70mm Super 35 05/08/87 22 

30/04/87 The Mission – move over  GU George 70mm J-D-C Scope 19/08/87 16 

20/08/87 The Mission – move over  VCC 70mm J-D-C Scope 26/08/87 1 

27/08/87 The Mission – move over  Pitt Centre 70mm J-D-C Scope 02/09/87 1 

02/09/87 The Untouchables GU George 70mm Panavision 02/12/87 13 

26/11/87 The Last Emperor Hoyts Centre 70mm Technovision 17/08/88 38 

03/12/87 The Untouchables – move over  P i t t  C e n t r e 70mm Panavision 09/03/88 14 

10/12/87 Spaceballs Hoyts Centre 70mm Spherical 02/03/88 12 

18/02/88 Cry Freedom Pitt Centre 70mm Super 35 11/05/88 12 

10/03/88 Empire of the Sun Hoyts Centre 70mm Spherical 20/04/88 6 

12/05/88 Cry Freedom – move over  GU George 70mm Super 35 01/06/88 3 

02/06/88 Cry Freedom – move over  Pitt Centre 70mm Super 35 15/06/88 2 

23/11/88 Who Framed Roger Rabbit GU George 70mm Spherical 22/03/89 17 

15/12/88 Willow GU George 70mm Panavision 08/03/89 12 

30/03/89 Who Framed Roger Rabbit – move over VCC 70mm Spherical 19/04/89 3 

13/07/89 Lawrence of Arabia Hoyts Centre Reissue – Super Panavision 13/09/89 9 

14/09/89 Lawrence of Arabia – move over  Pitt Centre Reissue – Super Panavision 11/10/89 4 

12/10/89 The Bear Hoyts Centre 70mm Panavision 28/02/90 20 

 

Move Over: The table above includes the 70mm print as a move over to other key city theatres and city multiplex in Sydney. 

These move overs are still being researched and if in fact they were presented in 70mm at all venues. Until these titles have 

been confirmed, the dates of move over will remain listed within this table. 
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This now concludes Sydney in 70mm Part 1 which has covered the 70mm releases for Sydney key 

city theatres in Todd-AO, Super Technirama, Super Panavision, Ultra Panavision and Sydney in 

70mm Part 2 with the 70mm blow up from VistaVision, CinemaScope, Spherical and Panavision 

[anamorphic] during the Reserved Seating Engagement from 1958 to 1969. 

For the balance of the 70mm blow up from 1970 to 1989, these films will be summarised in the final chapter Sydney in 

70mm Part 3 which will include the key city of Sydney multiplex at Village Cinema City, Greater Union Pitt Street, Hoyts 

Entertainment Centre and Greater Union George Street cinemas.  

From the research completed up to 1969, the below tables and graph will highlight three significant statistics with the 70mm 

release in Sydney during this twelve [12] year period. 

(1) From 1958 to 1969 there were nine three-strip Cinerama and seventy four 70mm releases and reissues. 

YEAR TODD-AO 
THREE STRIP 
CINERAMA 

SUPER 
TECHNIRAMA 

ULTRA 
PANAVISION 

SUPER 
PANAVISION 

70MM 
BLOW UP 

TOTAL 

1958 1 1     2 

1959  1 1    2 

1960 2 1 1    4 

1961 1 1     2 

1962 1 3 2    6 

1963 3  2  1 1 7 

1964  2 1 2   5 

1965 2  1  2 3 8 

1966 1   3 1 2 7 

1967 5   1 1 6 13 

1968 1  2 1 2 8 14 

1969 3  2  3 5 13 

TOTAL 20 9 12 7 10 25 83 
 

(2) The greater number of 70mm releases and reissues between 1958 and 1969 was presented in 1968 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(3) On only one occasion - over twelve consecutive days from the 1st September 1967 to the 13th September 1967 - 

were all seven 70mm equipped theatres in Sydney screening 70mm prints simultaneously. 

17/04/65 The Sound of Music Mayfair Todd-AO 19/12/67 139 

25/03/67 Gone with the Wind Ascot Reissue – 70mm Spherical 13/09/67 25 

01/06/67 The Bible … In the Beginning Century Dimension 150 01/11/67 22 

08/06/67 Casino Royale Barclay 70mm Panavision 02/11/67 21 

09/06/67 South Pacific Forum Reissue – Todd-AO 28/09/67 16 

13/07/67 Grand Prix Plaza Super Panavision 27/03/68 37 

01/09/67 The Sand Pebbles Paris 70mm Panavision 25/10/67 8 
 

 A special mention of my father, Warren Kenneth Louden, who passed away on the 4th August 

2016. As a projectionist, Dad loved his Plaza and Mayfair theatres and told many stories of his 

days at the two theatres as a spool boy. His last projectionist job was covering Ernie Duncan 

leave at the independent St James Beverly Hills screening The Towering Inferno. Dad loved the 

double feature and often went to the Variety and Palace as a teenager. Favourite actor was 

Errol Flynn and the music of composers, Erich Wolfgang Korngold, Max Steiner and Alfred 

Newman. Gone and never forgotten, my Dad is somewhere showing films to his brothers Norm 

and Clem Louden, Cryil Keir and Kathryn Grayson. Thank you and miss you Dad x 
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