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The Big Picture Lives On: 70mm Film Festival at 
Schauburg Karlsruhe
8-11 October 2026  |  Schauburg Karlsruhe

From 8 to 11 October 2026, Schauburg Karlsruhe will once again present four days 
of film classics, rarities and contemporary productions in the spectacular 70mm 
large-format medium. The long-established festival has been held at the Schauburg 
since 2005 and has long since become an international meeting place for enthusiasts 
of analogue large-format cinema.

Karlsruhe - When the curtain opens in the Schauburg’s grand Cinerama auditorium and the 
enormous curved screen is filled with a 70mm image, cinema once again becomes what it was built to 
be: an overwhelming experience on the big screen.
Since 2005, Schauburg Karlsruhe has dedicated its own festival to 70mm film. Visitors from Germany 
and abroad have been coming to Karlsruhe ever since to experience films in a format that for decades 
was reserved for some of the most elaborate productions in cinema history. Even in the age of digital 
projection, the Schauburg remains firmly committed to analogue film presentation. Historic prints 
meet contemporary productions, demonstrating that the fascination of 70mm has lost none of its 
power in today’s cinema.

The 2026 Programme
The 2026 programme spans an extraordinary range of more than five decades of film history:

Thursday, 8 October 2026

19:30 | RYANS TOCHTER (Ryan’s Daughter, 1970, DF) - Director: David Lean
David Lean’s sweeping romantic epic is set in Ireland in 1916. A young woman, married to the local 
schoolteacher, begins a passionate affair with a British officer - against the backdrop of the Irish 
struggle for independence and within a village community that becomes increasingly suspicious of 
her. Its magnificent landscapes and Freddie Young’s cinematography make the film a prime example 
of large-format widescreen cinema.

Friday, 9 October 2026

14:00 | DIE VERFLUCHTEN DER PAMPAS (Savage Pampas, 1966, DF) - Director: Hugo 
Fregonese
In the vast plains of Argentina at the end of the 19th century, an army captain and his men try to 
defend a remote outpost against bandits and attackers. Hugo Fregonese’s adventure film combines 
classic Western motifs with the striking and unusual landscape of the South American pampas.

16:30 | BARAKA (1992, OV) - Director: Ron Fricke
Without dialogue or a conventional narrative, Ron Fricke’s visually stunning film takes the audience 
on a journey across continents and cultures. Nature, religion, cities, industry and human rituals 
combine to form a meditative and at the same time overwhelming contemplation of our world.
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19:30 | DISCLOSURE DAY - DER TAG DER WAHRHEIT (Disclosure Day, 2025, OV) - 
Director: Steven Spielberg
Steven Spielberg returns to a genre that has repeatedly shaped his career: humanity’s encounter with 
the unknown. What happens when proof that we are not alone in the universe can no longer be kept 
secret and the entire world is suddenly confronted with that truth?

22:00 | GET-TOGETHER WITH HOEPFNER
A relaxed get-together for all festival visitors, offering an opportunity to meet and talk about the 
festival and 70mm cinema. The event is kindly supported by Hoepfner Brewery, with a selection of its 
beer specialities.

Saturday, 10 October 2026

11:00 | BIG HORN - EIN TAG ZUM KÄMPFEN (Custer of the West, 1967, DF) - Director: 
Robert Siodmak
Robert Shaw stars as General George Armstrong Custer in Robert Siodmak’s large-scale Western epic. 
The film traces Custer’s path to the legendary Battle of the Little Bighorn, combining spectacular 
adventure cinema with an increasingly critical view of the conquest of the American West.

14:00 | MARTY SUPREME (2025, OmU) - Director: Josh Safdie
Timothée Chalamet plays Marty Mauser, a young man in 1950s New York who is convinced, against 
all odds, that he can rise to the very top of table tennis. Josh Safdie’s fast-paced film is about ambition, 
overconfidence and the uncompromising determination to make something extraordinary out of 
one’s life.

17:15 | IN EINEM FERNEN LAND (Far and Away, 1992, DF) - Director: Ron Howard
At the end of the 19th century, impoverished Irish farmer Joseph Donnelly and the wealthy Shannon 
Christie leave their homeland behind and set out to make a new life in America. Through hard work, 
social divisions and the hope of owning land of their own, their journey ultimately leads them to the 
great Oklahoma Land Run.

20:30 | DIE ODYSSEE (The Odyssey, 2026, OmU) - Director: Christopher Nolan
Christopher Nolan reimagines Homer’s ancient myth as a monumental cinematic epic. Matt Damon 
plays Odysseus, who, on his long journey home to Ithaca after the Trojan War, must face the forces of 
nature, mythical creatures and formidable adversaries. Once again, large-format filmmaking is an 
essential part of Nolan’s cinematic vision.

Sunday, 11 October 2026

11:00 | PRESENTED IN 70MM - An Introduction by Thomas Hauerslev, MBKS
Former projectionist and 70mm expert Thomas Hauerslev presents a 45-minute illustrated 
introduction to the history and current state of 70mm cinema. Starting from today’s revival of 
analogue large-format filmmaking, he looks back over the past 15 years and at the origins of the 
format. Examples of Ultra Panavision 70, IMAX, 8/65, VistaVision and Todd-AO, together with 70mm 
frame samples and 65mm cameras, illustrate the technology and presentation formats. The talk is 
aimed at experienced 70mm enthusiasts and newcomers alike.

12:00 | FOREVER…FOREVER (2026, OV) - Director: Johann Lurf
Austrian experimental filmmaker Johann Lurf uses the 70mm format in a completely different way 
from the classic Hollywood epic. Over many months, his specially developed camera observes 
landscape, sky, light and the movements of the sun and moon - a 21-minute cinematic experiment 
about time and perception, created expressly for the big screen.
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GUEST: JOHANN LURF
Director Johann Lurf will attend the screening in person at the Schauburg. After the film, he will take 
questions from the audience and present the camera he built himself and used to shoot FOREVER…
FOREVER. Festival visitors will thus gain an exceptional insight into the making of a contemporary 
film conceived consistently for the analogue large-format medium.

13:00 | DER ASTRONAUT - PROJECT HAIL MARY (Project Hail Mary, 2026, OmU) - 
Directors: Phil Lord and Christopher Miller
Ryan Gosling plays science teacher Ryland Grace, who wakes up aboard a spacecraft with no memory 
of how he got there - light-years from Earth. Gradually, he discovers that nothing less than the 
survival of humanity depends on his mission. An unexpected encounter in space, however, changes 
everything.

16:45 | TERMINATOR 2 - TAG DER ABRECHNUNG (Terminator 2: Judgment Day, 1991, 
OV) - Director: James Cameron
A new Terminator is sent back from the future to kill the young John Connor before he can become 
the leader of the human resistance. This time, however, a reprogrammed T-800 is on John’s side. 
James Cameron’s blend of science fiction, action and then-revolutionary visual effects is one of the 
defining cinema experiences of the 1990s.

20:30 | IM RAUSCH DER TIEFE (Le Grand Bleu, 1988, DF) - Director: Luc Besson
Jacques and Enzo have shared a passion for the sea since childhood. Years later, their friendship 
develops into an increasingly dangerous rivalry for records in freediving. Luc Besson’s poetic cult film 
is at once an adventure, a love story and a fascinating declaration of love to the underwater world.

70mm Tradition at the Schauburg
In 2026, the festival once again brings together exactly what has made it so special for more than two 
decades: great classics and rarely screened prints alongside new productions that have consciously 
returned to the analogue large-format medium.
The Schauburg has a long 70mm tradition. Ever since the cinema’s Super-Cinerama conversion in 
1968, large-format film presentation has been part of the history of this Karlsruhe cinema. The 
analogue film projectors are still carefully maintained and used on a regular basis. The 70mm Film 
Festival continues this tradition and keeps alive a form of cinema that cannot be reproduced on a 
television screen - or even in the largest home cinema.

70mm Projection Technology
Projectors: 2 × Philips DP70  |  Light source: Ushio Xenon, 7 kW  |  Screen: Harkness Perlux HiWhite 140
70mm lenses: ISCO Ultra Star HD for 8-perf. 70mm projection  |  Sound system: Alcons CR4 loudspeakers with Alcons 
amplifiers


	The 2026 Programme
	Thursday, 8 October 2026
	Friday, 9 October 2026
	Saturday, 10 October 2026
	Sunday, 11 October 2026

	70mm Tradition at the Schauburg


