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If's Okay With Stafe Dept. If Mike Todd
Makes Pix With Or Sells 'Em To Sovief

Washington, May 8. —, The State Department sees no reason why
Mike Todd, or anyone else shouldn't sell pictures behind the Iron
Curtain, a spokesman told DAmy VARIETY today. -

The eomment was in reply to a query on Mike Todd’s Moscow press
conference, last Saturday, at which he announced that the world
Preem for his “Around the World ’

In 80 Days” will be held in Mos-
coxtraxt November.

€ Same meeting with news-
men, Todd said he wgs finglizing
a dea to co-produce five films
with Russian producers within the
next five years, He said he would

supply part of the cash, with the
rest from the Soviet Government.
No American producer has en-
tered into joint production with
anyone behind the Iron Curtain.
The State Department stated that
“while it is precedent setting, it is
perfectly legal for him to do 50,7
American producers should
come to the State Department for
advice on such co-production, it
was explained, “each individual
case would be handled on its
merits. Whenever anybody has a
particular deal,” said the depart-
ment spokesman, “we are glad to
discuss the pros and cons with him.

May 9,795¢

Mike Todd "Can’t Figure If"
In Rubles, But Says "War'
Will Cost $25,000,000

New York, May 9.—Mike Todd

donned striped pants and a cut-
away coat tonight to level a blast
at the State Department for its
contention, reported in Damy
VARIETY’s story today, that he had
never consulted with them on his
Russian  co-production plans, On
the contrary, the producer fumed,
“they knew of it every step of the
way.”
Todd, never a man to mince
words, declared categorically that
U.S. Ambassador Charles (Chip)
Bohlen (though skeptical of Todd’s
success in making a Soviet deal)
had been kept fully informed of
the progress of the negotations,

Actually, Todd revealed, there
were two deals made. One involves
a swap of “Around the World In
80 Days” for a pair of Russian
features which Todd will handle
here. The other, which ties in, is
a  co-production wventure of five
Todd-AO films which will come
out of Todd’s Magna franchise for
10 pix in the wide screen process.

“How much do you think I would
have gotten from the Russians for

il e Todd will equi Mo thea- ‘80 Days’ if I’d sold it to them ?”
g Dept. quip a scow thea.
faAr: bt gy Do Siate Dept re, and possibly a  Leningrad he asked.
production. house us well, with Todd-AO, with  First co-production venture, a

“When such discussions are held projectors sent from Hollang. He

. confirmed that
with American businessmen, =]

try to advise them on what is for
the best interest of the govern-
ment, and for their own best in-
terests. However, there is no law

5 since the war,
to prevent them from making a a

¢ % Todd estimated that his invest.
deal of this kind without consult- ment in “War and Peaci” cvoeuslfi:l
be between $2,500,000
oviets putting in
amount,
re it in the ruble
exchange,” he declared,
should cost $25,000,000.”
He insisted the film would have
y like the Tolstoy clas.
, he added, have
not yet seen the Robert Sherwoaod

ing us.”

On the matter of selling Ameri- 000, with the S
can films to the Soviet Union, many times that
the department official said: “You can't i

“For some time, the department
has felt there is no reason why
American pictures shouldn’t be

shown on the other side of the to be exactl
Iron Curtain.” sic. The Russians
. t .
NY Reaction—Awe r?I?Btgzientsaid the
New York, May 8.—A mixture

of awe and amusement character- tives for the
ized NY film industry execs’ re- countries, Russians,
action this week to the reported were extremely
Mike Todd deal to co-produce five seem  interested
films with the Soviets. Anﬁendcan'" ) .

. ny commented on the roducer, who heads
prgnhf:%?un?? g:)tential of such pix, Coast tonight, said he had
others thought, in the supercritical received a few crack

climate, that Todd was going way
out on a limb, Few believe ,}:h:g.t
he'll make “War and Peace” in
light of the Paramount version.

“80 Days” will have
a November 15 premiere in Mos-
cow, with subsequent distribution
yhrnqghout the Soviet orbit, mak-
mmg it the first American entry

deals would require s

. '
cooperative and

connection with his

survey of Soviet entertainment,
rolls next month, and Todd is send-
ing a _crew of nine, including four
Americans, to Moscow in three
weeks. He’ll personally direct the
Eastman Color initialler. He ex-
pects to invest $500,000 as his
share in the musical, and the Rus-
sians will invest the rest in rubles
and talent. Todd is cabling Mos-
cow tonight to confirm the deal,
but with reservations on “War and

Peace,” on which he insists he

“but jt must retain “artistic control.” If

“War” isn’t made, the deal is still
good.

On the other hand, if the Soviets
don’t agree Todd should have ar.
tistic control, they’ll make “War”
themselves and he may handle it
outside the Soviet orbit. The pro-
ceeds from the entire project
would be split, with Todd keeping

(all monies outside the Soviet and

their satellites, and the Russians
keeping their share, even though

;this may be disproportionate to
for the | the actual investments.

Definition of “orbit” is only still

pot letters in | in doubt in the cases of Yugoslavia
‘ and India, _



