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EW FILM PROCESS
UNYEILEDONCOAST

Todd-A.0. Method Is Shown
to Industry—-CinemaScopa
Innovations Demonstrated

Special to The New York Times,
HOLLYWOOD, Calif., June 22
—This process-conscious film ca
ital'was treated today to demon-

strations of the long-talked-about!|¥

During the second half of the
showing, tests of dance numbers
made in experimenting for “Okla-
homa!” were screened. The abil-
ity-of the huge screen, almost
identical in dimensions. with that
of the screen used for Cinerama,
to portray intimate story drama
was exhibited by a hrief showing
of part of the Smoke House se.
guence in the Rodgers-Hammer-
stein. musical, with one character

onthe scréen: i.: .

- The' bowl-shaped screen used. in

connection with 'Fodd-A.- O, was

fifty-one feet: wide dnd iwenty-
“Along the curve,

five feet high:
‘which has a 'depth of thirteen

fg:& 'the screen measured sixty

it

‘Todd-A. O. big-screen system and
the latest innovations in the de-
velopment - of . anamorphic, or
squeeze,. lenses used in the pho-
tography: and exhibition of Cin-
emascope, . . e ‘

The sponsors of both develop-
ments: conld ‘well: feél proud of
their efforts on the basis of com-
ments picked-up hastily and-in-
formally from industry creators
and reporters who attended both

Interest fcentefed pri

showings.: ;
on

the Tod-A. O:-technigite, because|

it had not been shown. publicly
before arnd because ‘it was  the
procesg - ‘selected " by " Richar
Rodgers and Oscar Hammerst

II for the movie edition of thei
show “Oklahoma!™: -~ ¢ -
The Todd-A.' O. process is Cine-
rama in simplified form. If en-
gulfs an audience in the same
fashion as the Cinerama. The
first part of the demonstration,
held on a converted sound stage
at the ‘Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer
Studio; wag ‘almost 'a duplication
of the scenic and thrill shots put
on the screen by Cinerama.

Roller-Coaster Opens Show

Michael Todd, ' the Broadway
showman, who helped to gét Cin-
erama before the public, inspired
the development of Todd-A.O,
The A.O, stands for the American
Optical Company, which carried
out the technical and scientific
work under the guidance of Dr.
Brian O'Brien.

The demonstrations opene
with a roller coaster Tide, wenf
on to show Madrid’s famoug b
ring, the Plaza de Toros, and
‘gondoliers plying the canalg of
: Venice, ™ - -

To thiz reporter and others,
the roller-coaster ride seemed as
thrilling in the Todd-A.O. photog-
raphy as in Cinerama. Omne also
experienced the same sensation
of expanse and depth in the bull
ring and canal sequences.

Mr. Todd said later that he had
planned the sequences to empha-
size the “identicalness” of the
two systems,

jthrough- three projectors in syn-
chronization, g

' “The big innovation here is that
Todd-A. Q. requires only one strip
of film and one projéction ma-
chine, 'whereas in Cinerama three
separate strips of film are run

Many theatres. can ‘accommo-

daterthe: simplified Todd-A, O.
system -without. alterations and
without ithe loas, of seating.capa-
city in'the.orchestra because the
film js:projected. from:the:con-
Veﬂ_ﬁ@nﬂl'lmthv_‘,j:'.": A o
Great Saving fo Theatres

Costwise, this means tremen-
dous savings ‘to theatres. .The
new projection machines, ‘now
being manufactured in the Neth-

Py

{of Ewil

displayed in out-of-doors ge-
quences taken from such pic-
tures, either just completed or
still in production, as “Broken
Lance,” “Untamed” and “Garden
Fuzziness previously
at the extreme edges
Scope has been elimi-

noticeabie
of Cinema
nated,
-Darryl 7. -Zanuck, stirdio pro-
duction chief who narrated the

erlands, are designed to ‘pccom:
mo\ia.ta standard 35 mm, film as

well ag the 65 mm. film used in| Sharp

the Todd-A. O. process,

“Mr, "'Todd estimates the ma-
chines will cost about $4,000, and
will be in plentiful supply when
“Oklahoma!” and other produc-
tionsare ready for release, “Oklg-
homa” will go into production
next month, with Fred Zinne-
mann as the director.

"The new refinements in Cine-
maScope camera lenses, exhibited
at the Chihese Theatre here and
at the Roxq in New York City
by Twentieth Century-Fox, have
brought about marked improve-
ment in pictorial quality, !

Color composition, clarity and
depth of focus were impressively

Seventy-five minute "demonstra-
tion picture, poinnted out that
mountains that loomed amazingly
in the background of the
“Broken Lance” clip were twen-
ty-six miles away from the cam-
era, e L5 i

The audience of approximately
500 Hollywood production work-
ers -and press representatives
spontaneously ‘applauded the de-
tailed heauty of the ocutdoor se-
quences. ; Nigesd -

The contrasting quality of sine
gle-track sound, and four-track
stereophonic sound also wag efe

fectively demonstrated, The dem-

onstration today proved beyond
question that stereophonic ree
cording and reproduction has dise
tinctive merits, especially in the
repurcduction of music. Y



